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Introduction 
My Story 

 

My Story: The Inspiration Behind i Millennial 

If you know me, you know I love being happy and learning mostly through deep 

conversations, and I am always wanting to help, sometimes to a fault. That instinct 

kicked into high gear in 2020. When COVID-19 hit, I watched my two high school-aged 

sons, Luke and Eric, attend classes via Zoom from their bedrooms. It struck me that 

despite all their schooling, they were about to graduate without being fully prepared for 

what the real world had in store. 

I realized they needed a crash course in "adulting." Suddenly, the massive Self-Help 

section at Barnes & Noble made perfect sense. I wanted to give them a guide to 

everything at once—financial skills like credit reports, budgeting, and compound 

interest; mental wellness tools for anxiety, mindset, and finding purpose; and practical 

advice on everything from organizing your life to avoiding a bad car loan (yup, that 

happened to me at 18!). That's where the idea for this book was born. 

 

Research and Creation Process 

Over the next five years, this personal project grew into a mission. I dove into hundreds 

of books and spent thousands of hours on YouTube learning from experts to gather the 

best available information. I rewrote the entire book four times, determined to create a 

concise guide my boys could keep in their backpacks—a reference they could turn to 

whenever they had a question. 
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Growing Interest and Feedback 

Soon, friends and anyone I would talk to started asking for copies after I finished and 

recommending new topics for their kids or family members, including taxes, budgeting, 

and effective communication. What began as a personal project became more valuable 

as more people recognized its importance. 

 

The Journey and Commitment to Quality 

Five years later, the project has grown far beyond its original scope. Although I may not 

see myself as a professional writer or an avid reader, the process has been both 

enriching, educational and emotional. After thorough research and reviewing over 200 

topics, I continually added and removed issues as needed. I felt a strong sense of 

responsibility to make it as close to perfect as possible, knowing there was no similar 

resource available for students. My conversations with Millennials, Gen Z, and anyone 

willing to listen motivated me to create something truly helpful. 

 

My Big Takeaway from Writing this Book – The Bottom Line! 

After five years of research and writing, I realized all these topics were connected by 

one central theme: finding your purpose. Discovering your "why" is the most essential 

part of life. It provides the clarity and direction you need when things get confusing. It’s 

the inner fuel that keeps you motivated, whether you're building a new habit, crushing 

a job interview, or just staying focused on what matters. 

With purpose, anxiety fades and fear loses its grip. Don't confuse it with passion—they 

aren't always the same, but a true purpose will almost always ignite your passion. 

You'll often find it's connected to something you're naturally good at or a desire to 

help others. To find it, pay attention to the moments you feel most alive and engaged—
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that feeling is your clue. I suggest journaling or just jotting down notes when it happens. 

One day, you'll look back and see how the puzzle pieces fit together. 

Life will always bring challenges, but a strong sense of purpose is the ultimate tool for 

navigating them.  

I hope this book helps you on your journey. 

Enjoy! 

 

What’s In It? 

A comprehensive reference book covering over 250 must-know topics, each 

condensed into a quick two-page guide so you can learn, apply, and move on. 

How each topic is organized: 

Quick Example — See it in real life. 

Why It Matters — The consequences of ignorance and the benefits of doing it 

right. 

How to Fix It — The straightforward playbook. 

Daily Action Steps — Small steps that add up. 

The Bottom Line — Key points to remember forever. 

Deep Dive – All the sources behind this information for further exploration. 

Plus: All the creators you’ll learn more from than an MBA. Oh, yeah! I just said 

that! Haha! (my opinion) 



 

iv 

Why it Matters 

• Money Work (budgeting, credit, taxes, investing, building wealth) 

• People Work (emotional intelligence,10 Steve Jobs Laws, Communicate 

Effectively) 

• YOU Work (purpose, resilience, creativity, mindset, time mastery) 

• The World Works (entrepreneurship, AI, climate challenges) 

• AI Works (how to use it, not fear it—and turn it into your advantage, along 

with the Top 20 sites as of November 2025, and how to use them.  AI changes 

weekly.  

 

Why It Really Matters – Cuz Life Gets Real and You Deserve a Great 

Life! 

While I can't guarantee this covers everything, you'll never be left uncertain. 

You’ll have all the tools, motivation, reasons, and next steps to become your 

best self, with everything easily accessible or an additional resource ready for 

you to explore whenever needed. Gift it / Use it / Keep it in your bag! 

Who’s this book for 

This is an ideal quick-reference guide for high school students, college attendees, 

early-career individuals, those exploring new career paths, and anyone facing the 

question, "What do I do now?" as they navigate life. 
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It is tailored for Gen Z and Millennials, including students, parents, educators, 

mentors, and anyone seeking a straightforward, confidence-boosting guide to tackle 

life’s challenges—not someday, but now!
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Chapter 1 

MINDSET & PERSONAL GROWTH 
 

  



 

 

7 Mindsets to Reshape Your Thinking 

Our perception of the world and our role in it shapes our actions and, ultimately, our 

outcomes. The following seven principles are powerful mental models designed to help you 

reframe challenges, overcome internal resistance, and achieve sustained growth. 

1. Fear Peaks Before the First Step: The anticipation of a new challenge is often more 

daunting than the challenge itself. That moment of intense tension you feel right before you 

begin is the peak of your fear. It’s crucial to recognize this feeling not as a stop sign, but as a 

starting gate. This friction is a clear indicator that you are pushing your boundaries and are 

on the verge of growth. The key is to notice the tension and consciously lean into it. 

2. Acknowledge Fear and Act Anyway: Courage is not the absence of fear, but the 

decision to act despite it. Fear is a natural response to the unknown, but it loses its power the 

moment you act. You don't need a grand gesture to begin; you only need to take the first 

small step. By moving forward, even with uncertainty, you will find that the fear shrinks in 

direct proportion to your momentum. 

3. You Have More Potential Than You Know: We are often our own worst critics, 

consistently underestimating our capabilities. Take a moment to inventory your character and 

skills. Identify three strengths you have taken for granted or have not fully utilized. This week, 

make a conscious effort to apply just one of them to a current challenge. Tapping into your 

latent potential is a powerful reminder of your true capabilities. 

4. Progress Happens Slowly, Then Suddenly: Meaningful growth is rarely linear. It often 

follows a pattern of slow, seemingly insignificant progress, followed by a sudden 

breakthrough. This requires patience and persistence. To witness this principle in action, 

commit to a single positive habit for thirty consecutive days. Stick with the process, even when 

results aren't immediately apparent. When the breakthrough comes, you will have built the 

foundation to sustain it. 

5. See Beyond the Short-Term for Long-Term Wins: Every choice you make today is either 

an investment in your future self or a debt your future self will have to pay. It’s easy to get 

caught up in immediate gratification, but true success is built on a foundation of disciplined, 



 

 

forward-thinking decisions. Before you act, ask yourself if the choice serves the person you 

want to be in three years. Act wisely today to reap the rewards tomorrow. 

6. We Suffer More in Imagination Than in Reality: The human mind is a powerful 

simulator, but it often defaults to creating worst-case scenarios that cause immense anxiety 

and rarely come to pass. To break this cycle, you must become an active observer of your 

thoughts. When you catch a negative thought, challenge and reframe it into a more 

constructive one. To anchor yourself in the present, take a moment to name three things you 

are genuinely grateful for. This simple practice shifts your focus from imagined fears to real-

world blessings. 

7. Choose the Path That Accelerates Your Growth: When faced with a choice, we often 

gravitate toward the path of least resistance. However, the more challenging road—the one 

that demands more effort, learning, and resilience—is frequently the one that holds the 

greatest reward. Comfort is the enemy of progress. Choosing the path that challenges you is 

an investment in an accelerated growth curve. Your future self will thank you for it sooner than 

you expect. 

 

These seven mindsets are not just abstract theories; they serve as practical tools for 

personal growth. You don't need to master all of them at once. Just choose one that resonates 

with you and commit to using it today.  



 

 

Adaptability 

Quick Example 

- Without adaptability: A plan changes, and you freeze — feeling stressed, frustrated, 

and unsure of what to do. 

- With adaptability: You pivot quickly, reframe the challenge as an opportunity, and keep 

moving forward with confidence. 

- One sees change as a threat. The other considers change as growth. 

Why It Matters 

- Change is constant. Without adaptability, you’ll always feel like life is “happening to 

you.” 

- Being adaptable helps you bounce back stronger after setbacks, rather than breaking 

down. 

- Adaptability fuels creativity — it allows you to see new possibilities where others see 

only problems. 

- Those who adapt not only survive uncertain times — they grow stronger because of 

them. 

- In a rapidly changing world, adaptability is one of the most valuable skills for both 

personal success and effective leadership. 

How to Find It (Build Adaptability) 

1. Adopt a Growth Mindset – View challenges as opportunities for learning. Mistakes 

aren’t failures; they’re feedback. 

2. Reframe the Story – Instead of “I failed,” try “I learned something new.” Language 

shapes perspective. 



 

 

3. Seek Possibility – Ask: “What new opportunities could come from this?” Curiosity fuels 

adaptability.  

4. Lean Into Stress – Don’t just avoid hard things — practice them in small doses. Stress, 

when managed, builds strength. 

5. Stay Flexible – Plans are guides, not prisons. Adaptability means changing course when 

necessary.  

6. Build Antifragility – Regularly expose yourself to manageable challenges so you grow 

stronger when bigger ones come. 

Daily Action Steps 

- When something goes wrong, write down three lessons it taught you.   

- Practice reframing: turn one “problem” today into an “opportunity.”   

- Do one small thing outside your comfort zone every day.   

- Journal: “Where can I be more flexible in my thinking or plans?”   

- Practice stress-release activities (movement, breathwork, creativity) to reset your 

mind.   

- Celebrate one change you made this week, no matter how small. 

Bottom Line 

Adaptability isn’t about avoiding chaos — it’s about embracing it. By shifting your mindset, 

reframing challenges, and building strength through small daily practices, you’ll not only 

handle change better but also grow because of it. In an unpredictable world, adaptability is 

your greatest strength. 

Deep Dive 

1. Mindset: The New Psychology of Success — Carol S. Dweck 

2. The Art of Possibility — Rosamund Stone Zander & Benjamin Zander 

  



 

 

Always Compare Your Options 

Quick Example 

- Without comparing options, You jump at the first choice that feels right, only to regret 

it later.   

- Compared to other options, you pause, explore alternatives, test your assumptions 

against reality, and make a more thoughtful decision.   

- One leads to mistakes. The other paves the way for smarter outcomes. 

Why It Matters 

- Most people fall into decision-making traps, such as limited thinking, emotional biases, 

and overconfidence. 

- Better decisions come from slowing down, exploring more options, and preparing for 

uncertainty. 

- Success isn’t about avoiding all mistakes — it’s about improving your decision-making 

skills. 

- Carefully comparing your options helps you regret less and boosts your confidence in 

your choices. 

How to Compare Your Options Effectively 

1. Engage System 2 Thinking – Slow down and question your gut reactions. Ask: “Am I 

biased here?” 

2. Widen Your Options – Don’t settle for either/or choices. Brainstorm at least three to 

four alternatives. 

3. Reality-Test Assumptions – Actively seek information that challenges your current 

beliefs.  

4. Attain Distance – Pull back emotionally. Imagine advising a friend in your situation.  



 

 

5. Prepare to Be Wrong – Expect Setbacks and Consider Your Options if Things Don’t Go 

as Planned.  

6. Think in bets – Focus on the quality of decisions, not just the results. A solid process is 

more important than relying on luck. 

Daily Action Steps 

- Before making a decision, consider at least three options. 

- Ask yourself: “What evidence could prove me wrong?” 

- Write down the pros and cons of each choice, then review them after taking a break. 

- Imagine a friend asking for advice — what would you tell them? 

- Use backward casting: visualize the best outcome, then work backward to see which 

choices led to it. 

- At the end of the day, review one decision you made and ask yourself: “Did I consider 

enough options?” 

Bottom Line 

Wise decisions aren’t about finding certainty — they’re about improving your process. By 

slowing down, broadening your perspective, and testing your assumptions, you make choices 

you can trust. Comparing options leads to better results, less regret, and greater confidence 

in the path you choose. 

Deep Dive 

Thinking, Fast and Slow (Daniel Kahneman)  

Decisive (Chip Heath & Dan Heath)  

Thinking in Bets (Annie Duke)  

  



 

 

Second-Guessing Yourself 

Quick Example 

You replay conversations in your mind after meetings, wondering if you sounded “too 

confident” or “not smart enough.” You hesitate before posting online or planning, seeking one 

more opinion, one more article, one more sign. The result? You waste time, energy, and self-

trust. This constant self-doubt isn’t a sign of humility—it’s a learned behavior that can be 

unlearned. 

Why it Matters 

Second-guessing yourself quietly undermines confidence, creativity, and momentum. It’s 

not just indecision; it’s a persistent habit of doubting your own inner voice. Most people who 

live this way aren’t broken—they’ve been conditioned by perfectionism, fear of judgment, and 

a culture obsessed with approval. Constant self-doubt causes your brain to link decision-

making with emotional risk. Over time, your confidence drops, and anxiety increases. You start 

to rely on others to validate what you already know, waiting for their approval. The solution 

isn’t simply to “be confident.” It’s to practice self-compassion, change how you see mistakes, 

and develop a decision-making process that brings clarity and peace. 

How to Find It 

Overcoming second-guessing starts with identifying the root of your self-doubt. There are 

three levels to consider: 

1. Emotional Awareness: Recognize the link between shame, perfectionism, and fear of 

disapproval. True confidence begins when you stop judging your worth by performance 

and start practicing self-acceptance. 

2. Mental Reprogramming: Replace self-critical thoughts with intentional reframing. Every 

“What if I’m wrong?” becomes “What can I learn if I am?” This trains your mind to 

see uncertainty as an opportunity, not a threat. 

 



 

 

3. Decision Frameworks: Use structured methods like the WRAP process—Widen your 

options, Reality-test your assumptions, Attain distance before deciding, and Prepare 

to be wrong. This approach offers decision boundaries, clarity, and safety—making 

confidence a skill, not just a feeling. 

Daily Action Steps 

• Morning: Write one sentence that starts with, “Today, I will trust myself to…” and 

completes it with something small (e.g., “speak up in class,” “send the proposal,” 

“say no”).   

• During the Day: When unsure, ask yourself: “What would I choose if I weren’t afraid of 

being wrong?” Then act on that answer within five minutes.   

• Evening: Reflect on a moment when you trusted your gut. Write down what happened. 

This creates a “proof file” of self-trust.   

• Weekly: Try a “Decision Fast.” For one day, make all small decisions (what to eat, 

wear, or do first) in under 30 seconds. This rewires your brain for confidence through 

action. 

Bottom Line 

The opposite of second-guessing isn’t arrogance—it’s rooted self-trust. Confidence is more 

than a personality trait; it’s built through consistent, courageous decisions, even without all 

the answers. You don’t develop confidence just by thinking; you do so by taking action. The 

freedom you desire isn’t about avoiding mistakes but about trusting you can manage them 

when they occur. 

Deep Dive 

The Gifts of Imperfection: Brené Brown 

You Are Badass: Jen Sincero 

Decisive: Chip Heath & Dan Heath 


